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Homosexuals report more problems with prostate
cancer drug than heterosexuals

Homosexual men taking bicalutamide for prostate cancer were much more
likely to report sexual problems during treatment than heterosexual patients,
according to a study in the July issue of the urology journal BJUI.

Researchers from Romania and the USA studied 17 heterosexual men and
12 homosexual men receiving a 50mg daily dose of bicalutamide, a fast-
acting, non-steroidal anti-androgen, which is similar to other anti-androgens,
but with reportedly fewer side effects.

They discovered that homosexual men reported that their sexual performance
and satisfaction more than halved in four of the six categories studied.
Heterosexual men, on the other hand, reported fewer problems and were
considerably more satisfied with intercourse.

The patients were asked to compare their sexual functioning - erectile
function, orgasmic function, sexual desire and overall functioning — before
treatment started and five weeks after it commenced.

“Anti-androgens are given to men with prostate cancer to stop the male
hormones stimulating the growth of the cancer cells” explains Dr lon G
Motofei from Carol Davila University, Romania. “The aim of this study was to
see whether this hormone treatment affected heterosexual and homosexual
men in different ways and our results clearly show that it does.

“The homosexual patients in our study reported significant reductions in all
aspects of their sexual functioning and satisfaction, ranging from 23 per cent
to 54 per cent.

“However, the heterosexual group only reported slight reductions in two of the
Six categories, ranging from one per cent to four per cent. They also reported
no change in one category and improvements in the remaining three,
including a 45 per cent increase in intercourse satisfaction.”

The 28 men had an average age of 61, with no significant difference between
the heterosexual and homosexual patient groups. Each completed the



International Index of Erectile Function questionnaire. The detailed results
showed that:

¢ Overall sexual function: heterosexual men averaged 54.3 out of 75 before
treatment, rising slightly to 56.1 during treatment. However the scores for
the homosexual patients fell by 46 per cent from 52.9 to 28.7.

e Erectile function: before treatment the groups averaged 25.1 and 24.5 out
of 30. During treatment, the heterosexual group fell slightly to 24.1, while
the homosexual group fell by 51 per cent to 12.1.

¢ Orgasmic function: both groups were similar, averaging 7.1 and 7.2 out of
10 before treatment. The heterosexual group remained at 7.1, but the
homosexual group fell by 54 per cent to 3.3 during treatment.

e Sexual desire: before treatment the groups averaged 6.5 and 7.6 out of
10. The heterosexual group increased to 7.5 during treatment, but the
homosexual group fell by 51 per cent to 3.7.

e Intercourse satisfaction: the groups averaged 7.1 and 8.0 out of 15 before
treatment. During treatment, the heterosexual group increased by 45 per
cent to 10.3, while the homosexual group fell by 23 per cent to 6.2.

e Overall satisfaction: the groups started with similar scores of 7.2 and 7.1
out of 10 before treatment. But while the heterosexual group fell very
slightly to 7.1, the homosexual group fell by 52 per cent to 3.4.

“The results of our study suggest that androgens play a role in cerebral sexual
processes such as libido, sexual arousal and orgasm and that this response
may be different in heterosexual and homosexual men” says co-author Dr
David L Rowland from Valparaiso University, Indiana, USA.

“However, it is important that we do not underestimate the effect that
androgens can have on heterosexual men just because the effect on
homosexual men appears to be greater.”

The prostate cancer study is part of wider research into the cerebral
mechanisms of sexuality and cognition by Motofei and Rowland, who are
promoting a new theory on psychosexual cerebral dualism. They believe that
this new dual concept will radically change the fundamental bases of
psychiatry, psychology and sexuality, opening up new therapeutical
approaches for human mental and sexual disturbances. The most recent
article on the topic is published online early by BJUI ahead of print
publication.

The paper on the effect that prostate cancer treatment can have on sexual
functioning and satisfaction can be read free online at:
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1464-410X.2010.09764.x/pdf

The article on psychosexual dualism can be read free online at:
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1464-410X.2011.10116.x/pdf
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For further information or a copy of the full paper please contact
Annette Whibley, Wizard Communications
0121 445 5100/ 07941 465757 (UK)
annette.wizard@gmail.com

Notes to editors

e Preliminary study with bicalutamide in heterosexual and homosexual patients with
prostate cancer: a possible implication of androgens in male homosexual arousal. Motofei
etal. BJUI. 108.1, pp110-115. (July 2011). DOI: 10.1111/j.1464-410X.2010.09764.x

e A dual physiological character for cerebral mechanisms of sexuality and cognition:
common somatic peripheral afferents. Motofei | G. BJUI. Online early ahead of print
publication. DOI: 10.1111/j.1464-410X.2011.10116.x

e Established in 1929, BJUI is edited by Professor John Fitzpatrick from Mater
Misericordiae University Hospital and University College Dublin, Ireland. It provides its
international readership with invaluable practical information on all aspects of urology,
including original and investigative articles and illustrated surgery.
http://wileyonlinelibrary.com/journal/BJU

e Wiley-Blackwell is the international scientific, technical, medical, and scholarly
publishing business of John Wiley & Sons, with strengths in every major academic and
professional field and partnerships with many of the world’s leading societies. Wiley-
Blackwell publishes nearly 1,500 peer-reviewed journals and 1,500+ new books annually
in print and online, as well as databases, major reference works and laboratory protocols.
For more information, please visit www.wileyblackwell.com or our new online platform,
Wiley Online Library (wileyonlinelibrary.com), one of the world’s most extensive
multidisciplinary collections of online resources, covering life, health, social and physical
sciences, and humanities.
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